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THE COLONY AT BUXTON.

©One of the most interestivg places visited in the
esourse of our inquinies was tha col my at Buxton.
About nive years ago, the Rev. Wilism King so
Brieh Presbyterian clergyman, residiog at the time
in Louisiana, and owning several slaves, servants
of bis family, and baving through his wife becoma
possessed of 8 number mors, brought them, fiftesn
imell, to Canada, and there emsncipated them.
Mot content with this, acd desirous to try, on a
muflicient scale, the question whether the emsnei-
paded pegro wosld, as an sgricalturist, be fouud
self supporting, and burning o improve the moral
aad rocial condition of the negro, Mr. King besame
#he bead and moving agent of an assscistion, which

obtained, on favorable terms, & large grant of lands,
belonging origioally to the clergy reserves. The
Jand, formicg a t1act six miles loug by three miles
wide, was surveyed, cut through by avenues inter-
secting esch other at right augles, and divided into
plote of fifty scres each, ench plot fronting upon
ene of the avenues. Tho expeuses of survey-
ing, added to the original price of tbe land, made
Me coss smount to §2 per scre.  The ground waa
Jovel, heavily timbered with osk, hickory, beech,
elm, meple aud basewood, aud the virgin soil was &
deep, nich, black loam. To this piace the negrovs
were invited $o try the grand experimeat; each
spplicant was to receive a farm, not as s graduity,
but paping for it the full cost price in tea snuual
imetaliments, with intereat added. e bound hiw-
self at the same time, within & given perivd, to put
up & bouse upon his land conforming toa preseribed
model; be waa te furnish his own farming tools
sad implements, and to support himselfand famly.
Only when these conditions were complied with,
and foe lands paid for, was be to reosive his deed
A school-house, tescters and taition were furnished
grstuitously; o Savbath Bohool was established;
and a rude log chureh, in which Mr. King bimself
officiated, wus erected, and was open to sl who
might shoose te attend public worsbip in it. Such
is an cutline of the plan of the settloment of the
Elgio Association at Buxton, aud at the end of
seven years from the date of its origin that settle
ment vumbers two hundred families and about
eight bundred souls !

Buxton is about thirteen miles south west from
Chatham, and is about threa miles distaut from the
shore of Lake Erie. Having procured a convey-
sa0e we seb out %o visit it, uoder the guidsvee of
$he son of 8 warm-hearted Irishman, whose Quaker
education only gave peint to the iwpulsive sod
genial spirit of his conatrymen. For the firet seven
miles the road was admirsble but was bordered for
#ho most part, even in the immediate viginity of
$he town, by the primeval forest, the land being
bold in large tracts by those who had biught it to
bold for bigher prices.  As we turned off toward
Buxton the road became worse, being & good deal
beoken into holea, which, in bad weather, must
bave been nearly impasssble; on either side, how-
over, Lhere were well-improved farms. On the way
we frequently met with biscks from the settloment,
sometimes & large wagen full of men aod wowea,
with & good twir horse team, sometimes in & rickety
affair drawn by s siogle boree, and vace a black
woman oo hors: back, with & boy of 11 or 12 years
of sge bebind her. There was a quarterly meeting
of the Method:sse in session, and they were oo the
way losttend it. A8 we approasbed the seitle-
men} the peighborhood became more populous, aud
we saw frequent cabina, which we took to form
port of it. Ioquiritg the way, we were shown a
Hlittle chureh as & guide, and, driviog by it, we
found curselves within the domain.

Tho bouse of Mr. King is a long log-house, with
® high, steep roof and dormer windows, and a porch
sxtending the whole length of the building; interi-
orly, it ia divided by transverse partitions into a
mumber of rooms which serve as office, sitling-
room, dining room, &e. Everything wss perfect-
ly plain, but neat and substantial. Not far from
the house are the little mission church, already
mentioned, the schoulbouse and post-office of the
settlement, all built of unhewn logs, while at some
Etlle distance are o steam saw-mill, » brickyard, s
peark-ash factory, with blacksmith, carpenter snd
shoe shop, sud the country store for the settlement,
Forturately we found the Rev, Mr Kisg st bome
and disengsged, s strongly-built, middle-sized and
middle-sged man, of dark complexion, with a full
square bead and a homely countenancs, indicative
at once of Mindness and ssgacity. From him we
Jearned that there were now al the seltlement 200
families, each occupyiog their own house, and num-
bering in all sbout #00 souls. Of the land, 1,025
sores were cloared and uuder fonce, beaide 200 acres
‘on which the trees bad beca felled aud were ready
for burning, sad which would be under cultivation
the ensuing Bpring. Of the land already fenced,
364 sores were planted with corn, which already,
at the time of my visit, was safe from the frost,
and promised a more than average crop; 200 acres
had been planted with whest, 70 with cats, 50 with
potatoes, and 120 with other crope, such as bosas,
poss, turnips nod grass, There are owned by the
sottlors 200 cows, 50 oxen, 300 hoge, and 52 horses;
fhere are Likewise s few sheop, but they have not
done well, and the experience of the commuunity has
pot been favorable to abeep raising.

There are now two schools st Buxton, s male
and fomale, the latter estsblished within the past
year for the purpose of teaching the girls plan
sowing, as well us those that might wish it, the
higher branches of female education. The number
eerolled in both schools was, during the past year,
140, and the sversge attendsnce 53, Hitberto
$heso scheols bave been gratuitous, but in con.
formity with the original idea of making the whole
establishment solf supportiog, a small payment will
Beaceforth be required. A Sabbath School, kept

_ open on every Babbath during the year, is attended
by 112 pupils, and the average attendzance is 52

Mr. Kiog ie a Director of the Elgin Associstion,
and a8 such bas s general superintendence over the
Semporal affairs of the Associution; but his office
is chiefly advisory, the colonists, so long as they
sonform to the rules of the Associstion in regard to
tbeir buildiogs and fonces, being left to their own
discretion. He is likewise s missiouary of the
Presbyterian Church of Canads, and in that eapa-
eity officiates in the Mission Church on the sattle-
ment.  The negroes, for the greater part belong
o the Baptist and Metbodist persussions; and
while Mr. K.'s personal influcnce has brought a
fall attendance to his own little chureh, many of
the negroes maintsin their former religious con-
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pections. About coe quarter of the wivie sumber

do not atbend chureh at all, sud po compulsion ie
wied,  No intoriesting liquor is made or sold withis
tbe setilement; druskenness i unknown there, and
since its first formatioa but ove person connacted
with it bas been arrested ‘fur & violstion of the
Isws. No case of bastardy bas hitherto oecurred;
the general worsl standard of the community is
bigh, asd the social improvement is marked and
manifest.

The settlers are for the meet part fugitive slaves,
apd of the whole pumber about one-third sre of
pure African descest. If Mr. King be right in
this, the proportion of blscks is, I think, much
greater than in the Provinoe at large. Those of
thein who bave been sceustomed to farming sod
bave bad some capital t0 commence with, have
doue exeeedingly well having clearel more Inad
snd made greater improvements than the great ma-
jority of white settlers in the same tmme and under
similsr cireumstanses. Thuse who have brought
peither akill por eapital have had s much more dif
ficult task, but even these have so far either paid ap
their installments regularly, or when they bave
possed them, it bas beea by permiesion, the moey
being laid out upon the land, s0 as to render future
prywent easier. Many hare already paid in full
Jor thesr farms and veceived their deeds, others sre
prepared to do 8o in the coming yesr, and Mr. K.
is confident that st the expiration of the ten years
all will have come into full possession of their landa.

Two settlements of Earopeans bave been formed
in Cansds under Government direction, one of
Highlanders st Notowsssgs. porth of Toronto,
spotber of mixed Irish, English and Beoth emi-
grents at Ramsey, near Broukville; the settlers of
bolb fur some time received aid in provisions, farm-
ivg implements, &c., butboth bave failed. At the
Higbland sestlement 8 e 20 or 30 of the onginal
gettiers, with their families, #tlll remain; the others
bave long been dispersed. They began to do better
immedistely the Government aid was discontinued
Mr. King attributes the greater success of the set-
tlement at Buxton partly to the faet that, in the
firat place, the pegroes are better ax-men than Eg-
ropean emigrants, and so are better fitted to eon-
teud with the difficulties attendent upoo clearing a
heavily timbered country; but mainly to the cir-
eumstance that the culuny at Buxton was, from the
begivning, self supporting. The negroes perfectly
understood that they were to depend upon them-
seives alone, that they were o receive no snpplies
ip woney, in food, or in clothing: snd thus their
pride and eelf relisnce being excited, they worked
with & will, not otherwize to have been looked
for. 1f, on the whole, this has beem wise and has
worhed well in oue respect, it may have retarded
the progress of the settlement, or, st least, have di-
m pisbed the resalt s seen in it; sinse mauy of the
negroes huve found it more profitable, perhaps
necersary, to employ part of their time and lavor
at & distance from Buxton Now, bowever, the
completion of the saw-mill. the brick-yard and the
potush factory aflurds o field for labor on the place
iteelf.

Of the fifteen slaves Mr. King originally bronght
with bim, three have died, though their places have
been taken by children that have since been born in
Csnsds; nive are with hium st'll sett'ed at Buxton;
one is married aud lives at Chatham; two, 8 mother
and daughter, are at Detroit, but Mr. King has
lately received s letter from the daughter, statiog
that tbey are about to return to Buxtop. Oue of
the slaves, at that time aa oid man of 65, received,
in covsideration of his age, some sssistance in put-
ting up his cabin, and we believe in clearing bis
land. He married at Buxton s woman of suitable
years, oud bas ever since supported ber and himself
witbout assistance. I esw his house, his garden,
avd bis corn pateh, and everything looked neat and
flourishing.

In compssy with Mr. K. and our companion
from Chatbam, we walked over s part of the set-
tlewent. The place wua certainly no reslization of
& Utepis, nor did the cabins resemble the neat,
white-painted houses of 8 New-Eogland village.
Lverything wus new, rude sod rough To a eity-
bred man tha timber was terrible. I saw one tree
left otanding by the roadside, at least five feot
through at the base, and rising straight as an -
row and soarcely diminished in circumference to
an immense bight, before it gave off a branch.
Most of them were from two to four feet in dism-
eter. The road was merely a'wide lane cut straight
through the forest, with the roots of the trece
everywhere traversing the deep, friable soil Oa
either side, here aud there, were seattered the cab-
ivs aud clearings of the settlers—the former o'l
built of unhewn logs, set back the prescribed num-.
ber of feet from the rosd, snd each one surrouuded
by its kitchen-garden. They were not destitute of
all traces of ornament. Over the rudo porchin froat
of the eabin creepers were frequently tramed andove,
covered with & hop-vioe in full bearing, looked ex-
eeedingly pretty. Some of the gardens boasted flow-
er-bedy, and bright colured pliluxes snd poppies and
corn:flowers were in coutrast with the dark foreed
which hemmed us in We entered tha cabin of a
fugitive, but two years from Kentucky, aod who
bad married, we believe, some time sfter he bad
reached the seitlement The cabin was swaller
tkan tbe wodel; but the owner, with an eye st a
future time of &dding to it, bad built the chimney
double, and & buge brick fire-place stared at us
from the outside. Within was the wife, with a
couple of small children, her relations, to whom
the couple afforded & home. There were chairs, a
table, a large cheet, and a eovkivg stove and its
wtensils, The fawily dinner was still on the stove,
pork snd potstoes, while inio anotber vessel, in s
quantity of het, bubblug fat, bad besn thrown
some green corn iu the ear. The man was sbeent
at work in the brick-yard.

Apotber cabin we entered belongsd to & man—
s full black—wbho, fourteen years befure, had
escpped frow Missouri. He had been six years at
the settement, and bad twonty-four acres of laad
fenced and under cultivation, and six more on whica
the wood bad boen felled. He bad paid up four of
bis installments, and owned o wagon, & yoke of
oxen, s mare and two colis, He had four or five
children, and bis eldest boy, fourteen years old,
was reading Virgil'—for bim, I fesr, uaprofitable
reading. The day was warm, and fhe smaller
children, like the rest of those we ssw, were
dressed for warm weather: their legs, feet aud
arms were bare, and their garmeots had spertures
about them which had not been bestowed by the
tailor or dressmaker. la the bhouse, beside she or-
dizary bed and bedding, chairs, table, &c., we
found & roeking chair, aod & large uew safe—a
recent importation from Yaokee land. Oa askiog
for a glass of water, it waa brought iu a clesn fum-
bler and npon a plate.

Auother oabin, belonging to an old settler, was
more ambitious. It wae larger, witha vine-covered
poreh; bad a ball in the eenter, aad a room on
eitber side; sbout the walls wers hung sandry
aring prints, and a earpet, sofa and & large covk-
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main & few days with him, we felt ourselves com-
pelled to basten home. Weleft Baxton with the be-
lief that wo bad seen cne of thise rare men who,
by 8 single minded devotion to ome worthy object,
net only sceomplish grest ends bt enncbls our
common humanity.

Bayard Taylor in Northern Europe.
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A TRIP TO THE VORING-FOSS.

Correrpondense of The N, ¥, Tribuse.
VeorsEvAKGEN, Norwsy, Avg. 20, 1557,

After waiting oniy five bours, we cbiained thres
borses snd drove away from Bergen. It wasa su-
perb afteraoon, spotlessly blue overbesd, with still,
blue water below, and hills of dark, velvety verdare
throbbing and sparkling in the sunsbine and the
breeges from off the fiord. We sped past the long
line of suburban gardeas, Shrough the linden ave-
pues, which somebow or other suggested $o ms the
days of the Haaseatic League, past Tivoli, the Ho-
boken of Bergen, and, on the sumait of the bill
bejond, stopped to take 8 parting look at the beag-
tifol eity. Sbe sat st the foot of ber guardian
mountair, seross the lake, her while towers and
red roofs lying in sharp relisf against the purple
baekground of the islands which proteet har from
the sea. In eulor, form and stmospheric effect, the
picture was perfoet. Noraay is particularly forta-
pate in thesposition snd surroundings of ber three
chief cities. Bergen bears away the palm, truly;
but either of them has few rivals in Europe.

Our rosd led, at first, over well-caltivated hills,
dotted wiik eomfortable farm-houses—a rolling,
broken eountry, inclosed by rugged and slerile
groups of bills, After some miles, we turned north-
waid into s narrow valley, running parallel o the
evaet line. The afternoon sun, shining over the
shoulder of the mountain on our left, Uluminated,
with dszzlivg eflect, the green pastures wn the
bosom of the valley, and the groves of fwinkling
birch snd somber fir on the cpposite sloves. I
have never sean purer knts in the sunshine—never
» softer transparency in the shadows. The land-
scape was idesl in its besuty, except the houses,
whute squalor and discomfort were real. Our first
station lay off the road, on a hill. A very friendly
old man promised to get us horses as soon 8s pos-
sible, and his wife set before us the best fare the
bouse afforded—milk, oaten shingles, and bad
cheese. The house waa dirty, snd the aspect of
the family bed, whish ocoupied one side of the room,
merely divided by boards iuto separate eompart-
ments for the parents, children snd servants, was
sufficient to banish eleep. Notwithsbanding the
poverty of the placs, the old woman set a good
value npon ber choice provender. The horses were
soon fortheoming, and the man, whose apparent
kizdness increassd every momeas, said $o me:
« Have I not denewell? 1Is it not very well that I
«i bave brought your borses so soon1” I sasented
cheerfully, but be still repsated the same questions,
and I was stupid enough not te discover their mean-
ing, until be sdded: ** [ have done everything so
« well that you ought fo give me something for it."”
The naive manner of tkis request made 1t seem
jeasopable, axd I gave him something accordingly.
though a little disappointed, for Thad congratulated
myeelf on fAinding st last a friendly sad obliging
shios-ska ffer (postmaater) in Norwsy.

Toward evening we reached s little village on the
shore of the Osterfiord. Here the road ferminated,
aud & water station of eighleen miles in length lay
before us. The flords on the westerm coast of
Norwsy are parrow, shut in by lofty and abrapt
mountsins, and penetrate far into the land—fre
quently to the distance of 8 hundred miles. Toe
general direction of the valleys is parsllel fo the
line of the cosst, intersecting the fiords at nearly a
right angle, so that they, in eonnection with thess
watery defiles, diyide the mountains into immense
irregular blocks, with very prezipitous sides, and
a summit table-land varying from two to four
thourand feet above the ses level. For this reason,
there is no continnoua ruad in all weetern Norway,
but slternate links of land and water—boata and
post-horses. The deepest fiords reach very nearly
to the spinal ridge of the mountain region, and
lard road from Bergen to this line would be more
difficult to construct than soy of the grest high-
ways scross the Alps. In proportion o her popu.
|stion sud means, Norwsy s done mors for rosds
tban ary eountry in the world. Nut only her main
thorcughfares, but even her by wags, give evidence
of sstenishing ekill, induetry aad parseverance,
The Storthing bas receuntly appropristed a sum of
£155,000 for the improvement of roads, in addition
to the repairs which the fsrmers are obliged to
meke, apd which constifule slmost their only tax,
ts there is no sssessmest whnlever upon landed
preperty, There scems a aingular incongraity,
bowéver, in fudisg such an evidence of the bighest
civilization in conpestion with the semi barbaris
condition of the pecple. Generally, the improve-
weut of the means of sommunication in s eountry
is in the ratio of its social prograss.

As we were obliged lo wuit until morning before
eowmencing cur voyage, we set about procuring
wpper and lodgiog. Some dirty beds in a dirty
upper room coustituted the latter, bat the former
was & doubtful aTair, Thelandlord, who persisted
in ealling me ** Dock,” made s forsging excursion
amcng the houses, and, after some time, laid before
us & salted and smoked leg of mutton, soma raneid
butter, bard uaten bread sud pestileatial choese. 1
ate as & matter of duty toward my body, but my
companiops were less conscieutions. We deserve
o credit for having risea early the next morwing.
nsither was there any velf demial in the fact of our
being content with & tingle cup of coffee. The
bustmen, five in pumber, who had been enyaged the
evening before, took our earicles apart sad stowed
them in the stern, while we thres disposed our-
selvés very unesily in the narrow bow. As we
were aboat pushiog of, one of the men stepped
upon a stone and shouted in o loud voiee: *“Cume
and help us, fairies !"—wherest the others lsughed
beartily, The wind was agsinst us, but I thought
the men hugged the shore mush more than was
pecessary. I bave noliced the same thing sines,
sud spoken of it, but #hey say ihero are stroug
curreuts in these firds, seftivg toward the sea
The water, in fact, is but slightly brackish, and the
ebb snd fow of the tides is bardly fli

The soensry on the Osterford s superd, Moun.
taing, two thoussnd feet high. inclese and twist it
between their interlocking basce. Cliffs of naked
reck ovorhang it, aod catarachs fnll mbo It i Jong,

» Darrow arm, which lay in eternal shadow under
tremendous walls of dark rock. The light aud
beat of moonday were fropical in heir silent in-
tensity, painting the summits far aborve with dashes
of fierce color, while the bases ssak ia blue gloom
to meet the green darkness of the water. Again
and again the hights inclosed us 80 that there was
o eutlet; mmwmnumw
make way for us, until our keel grated the pebbly
barrier of a narrow valley, where the road com-
menced sgain. Foor miles through #his gap
brought us to snother branch of the same flord,
where we were obligrd to have our carioles taken
to pieoes and shipped for & short voyage.

At its extremity, the fiord narrowed, snd still
loftier mountains overhung it. Bhut in by these,
like some palmy dell in the beart of the porphyry
mountaius of the Sabara, lay Bolatadiren, s mirasie
of ‘greconees and besuty. A mantle of emerald
velvet, falling in the softest slopes and swells to the
water's edge, was thrown upon the valley; the
barley bad been cut and bound to loog upright
poles to dry, rising like golden pillars from the
shaven stubble; sud, to crown all, above the laod-
ing-place stood a two-story house, with 8 Jolly fat
landlord smoking in the shade, and half s dozea
pleasant-looking women gossipivg in-doors. ** Can
“ we get anything to eat? " waa the first question.
* The geo\lemen ean have freah salmon and pota-
i foes, aod red wine, if they wish it," answered
the mistress. OF course we wished it; we wished
for svy food clean encugh to be eatable, and the
promise of such fare was like the falling of manna
in the desert. The salmon, fresh from the stream,
was particularly fine; the fish is here so abandant
that the landlord bad caught Y62, as be informed
us, in the eourse of one season.

We had but two miles of land before another
sheet of water intervened and our earioles were
sghin taken to pieces. The pestiliions and boat
mea along this route were great seamps, frequently
asking more than the legal fare, and in one instance
t'brulunu}g. ing to prevent us from going on, unless we
puid it. pot bore you with accounts of eur
various little squabbles on the road, all of which
tended more and mere to convince us that, unlees
the Norwegiazs were a great deal more friendly,
kind and honeet a few years ago than they are now,
they bave been more over-praised thsn any people
in the world. I must say, however, that they are
bungling swindlers, and could only be suecessful
with the greenest of travelers. The moment an
imposition is resisted, snd the stranger shows him-
self familiar with the true charges and methods of
travel, they give up the attempt; but the desire to
cheat is only lesa annoying o one than cheating
itself, The fees for traveling by skpds are, it in
true, disproportionstely low, and in many instasces
the obligation to farnish horses is no doubt an actual
loss to the farmer. Very often, we would have will-
ingly paid a small incresse upon the legsl rates, if
it had been aaked for as a favor; but, when it was
boldly demanded na & right and backed by a false-
hood, we weat not a stiver beyond the letter of the
law.

Landing at Evanger, sa intelligent laudlord, whe
Lad four brothers in Ameriea, gave us return horses
to Vossevangen, and we epjoyed the long twilight
of the warm Summer evening while driving along
the hills which overlook the valley comnecting the
Inkes of Vostevangen and Evanger. It was a lovely
landscape, ripe with harvest, and the air full of
mellow, balmy cdors from the flowers and grain.
The black spire of Vossevangen Church, standing
baek against the dawning moonlight, was the wel-
come termination of our long day’s journey, and not
lers weleome were our clean and eomfortable quar-
ters in the house of a merchanti there. Hers we
left the main road seroes Norway, in order to make
sn excursion to the Vinog-Foss, whish lies beyond
tbe Hardanger Fiord, about fifty miles distant, in &
south-esatern direction. L

Yoesevangen, in the splendor of a cloudless morn
irg, was even more besutiful than as s moonlit
biven of repose. The compact little village lay
balf buried in trees, olustored about the massive old
church, with its black, poiated tower, and roof cov-
ered with pitcbed shingles, in the center of the val-
ley, while the mountains arcund shone bald and
bright through floating veils of vapor which bad
risen from the lake. The people were sll st work
in the ficlds betimes, cuttiog and stacking the bar-
ley. The grass fields, cut amooth sad cloee, aod
of the softest aud evenest green, seewed left for
show ratber than for use. The bottom of the val-
ley along which we drove was filled with an un-
bruken pine forest, inclosmg here and taere a lake,

# Where beaven itself, brought down jo sauth,

[ Becmed fairer that sbove,”
while the opposite mountain rose rish with harveat-
fields and farm-bhouses, There are similsr land.
tcapes between Fribourg and Vevay, in Bwitzer
lsd—finer, perhaps, except that all caltivaled
sccaery in Norwsy gains wonderfully in effzet from
the savsge environment of the bariea fjelds. Here,
cultivaticn is somewbsat of s phenomenon, and &
rich, thickly-settled valley strikes one with a ecer-
tain surprise. The Norwegians have been accused
of veglecting agriculture, but I do nct see that
much more could be expeeted of them. The subju-
gusion of virgin soil, as we have had cccasion to
potice, is & sericus work. At the beet, the grain
barvests are upcertsin, while fish sre almost as
sure as the s¢ason; and so the surplus agricultural
population either emigrates, or removes {0 the fish-
ivg grounds on the coast. There is undoubted'y »
considerable quantity of wild land which could be
made arsble; but the ssme means, applied to the
improvemeut of that which is at present under cul
tivation, would accomplish far more beaeficent re-
suits.

Lesving the valley, we drove for some time
through pine foreste, and here, as elsewhere, had
oceazion to notice the manper in which this source
of weelth bas been druined of lste years. The
trees were very straight sod besutiful, but there
were none of more than middle sge. All the fine
old timber had been cut away; all Norway, in fact,
hae been despoiled in like manzer, and she people
are but just swaking to the fact that they are kill-
ing & goose which lays golden eggs. The Govers-
mext 9o prudently economical ibat it only sllows
#100,000 worth of silver to be quarried ausually in
the mines of Kongsberg, lest the supply should be
exbausted, has, 1 beliove, sdopted measures for the
preservaion of the forests, but I am not able to
stute their precise charscter, Except ia valleys
remote from the rivers and fiords, cne now finds
very lifile mature imber,

giveered with great cifficulty to the bottom of the
steep, whence s geutler descent fook us to the
bamlet of Vasendeo, at the besd of the lake. De
youd this, there was mo road for carioles, and we
sccordingly gave ours in charge of a bright, active
ard intelligent little post-master, twelve years old.
He and his mother then rowed us acress the lake
to the village of Graven, whence there was a bridle-
road scross the mountains to s branch of the
Hardanger Fiord. They demacded only twelve
skillings (ten cents) for the rew of three miles, aod
then posted off to a neighboring farm-house to en-
gege borses for ws.

There was a neat white dwelling on the hill winch
we 0ok to be the parsonage, but which proved o
be the residence of s army esptain on leave, whom
we found sitting in the deor cleaning his gun, s we
spprosshed. He eourteously ushered us into the
bouse, and made his sppearance soon afterward in
a clean shirt, followed by his wife, with wine aod
eakes upcn a tray. I found hum fo be s man of
more than ordinary intelligence, and of sn earnest
and redective turn of mind, rare in men of his pro-
fession. e spoke chiefly of the passion for emi-
gration which now possesses the Norwegisn farmers,
considerirg it not rendered peceesary by their ac-
tual eondition, but rather one of those contagions
which spresd through cemmunities aod nations,
overceming slike prudence and prejadice. He de-
plored it as retarding the development of Norwsy.
Personal interest, however, is stronger than patriot-
istn, everywhere, and I see no signe of the emigrs-
tion decreasirg for some years to come.

After waiting » considerable time, we obtained
two borees and a steappiog farmer’s son for guide,
The fellow was delighted to find out where we
came from, and was continually shouting to the
people in the fields: * Here, theso are Americans;
they were born there ! "—whereat the people
stared, saluted, and then stared again. He shoul-
dered our packs and marched beside the horses,
with the greatest ease, ** You are strong,” I re-
marked, * Yes," he replied, “ I am a strong
Norrmand,” making bis patriotiem an excuse for
his personal pride, We had s terribly tough pull
up the mcuntain, through pine woods, to the sum-
mit level of the fjeld. The view backward, over
the lake, was enchanting, and we liogered long on
the steep, loth to lose it. Turning again, a deslate
Juke lay before us, heathery swells of the bleak
table-land and distant peaks, touched with snow.
Ouce upon the broed, level summit of s Norwegian
fjeld, one would never guess what lovely valleys lie
under those misty breaks which eeparate its im-
mense lobes—wbat gashes of life and beauty pene-
trate its stony heart. There are, in fact, éwo Nor-
ways: one above—a series of defached, irregular
masses, bleak, snowy, wind swepé and beather.
grown, inbabited by berdsmen and hunters; snd
one below—a ramification of narrow veine of land
and water, with flelds and forests, highways and
villages.

80, when we bad traversed the upper land for
several miles, we eame to a brink overlooking
anotker branch of the lower land, and descended
through thiek woode to the farms of Ulvik, on the
Ejfiord, sn arm of the Hardanger. The shores
were gloriously beautiful ; slopes of dawzling turf
inclosed the bright blue water, and clumps of cak,
ash and linden, in park-like groups, studded the
fields. Lew, red farm-houses, each with ita hollow
square of stables and granaries, dotted the bill-
sides, and the peopls, male and female, were
everywhere out reaping the ripe barley snd piling
it, pillar- wite, upon tall stakes. Owing to this oir-
cumstance, we were obliged to wait some time for
oarsmeén. There was no milk to be bad, nor ia-
deed anything to eat, notwithstanding the signa of
plenty on all sides. My friend, wandering from
house to house, at lnst duscovered an old man who
brovght him a bowl of mead in exchange for a
cigar. Late in the afterncon, iwo men came, put
un into & shabby and leaky boat, and pulled away
alowly for Vik, ten miles distant.

The fiord was shut in by lofey acd abrupt moun-
tains, often interrupted by deep Iateral gorges. This
is the general character of the Hardanger Fiord, a
broad, wicding eheet of water, with many arms,
but whose extent is diminisbed to the eye by the
grandeur of ita shores. Nothing ean be wilder or
more desolate than thie scenery, especially at the
junction of the two branches, where all signs of
bubitation are sbut out of eight, aod oce is sar-
rounded by mighty precipices of dark-red ruck, vao-
ishing away to the eastward in a gloomy defile. It
was three hours amd o hall befure we reached Vik,
st the head of a bay on the southern side. Hers,
however, some English fishermen were qnartered,
and we made sure of & supper. The laudlord, of
course, received their superflucus salmon, and they
were not the nien to spare o polato-field, so both
were forthcomwing, aod, in the satisfaction of sp-
pessed buoger, ere willing to indorse the
opinicn of a former Eglish traveler in the guests’
bock: **This place mems to me a parndise, al-
though very probably it is not one.” The luzury
of fskiog, which I never could understacd, has
tavght the Nurwegians to regard travelers as their
proper prey.  'Why ehould a man, they thiok, pay
£50 for the priviege of eatching fish, which he
gives sway #s soun as caught, unless be don't know
how else to get rid of his money ? Were it not that
fisking in Norway includes pure air. bard fare sud
bealthy exercise, I should sgree with somebody's
definition of Apgling—** A rod witha fly at one end
and & fool at the other”—but it is all that, and be-
sides furpished us with agood meal more than once;
wherefore I respect it.

We were now but eight miles from the Viring
Foes, srd set out betimes the uext morning, tak-
ing with us  bettle of red wite, some dry bread,
ard Peder Halitensen as guide. I mention Poder
particulasly, because Be is the only jolly, Evely,
wide-awake, open-bearted Norwegian I bave ever
scen. As rollicking sa a Neapolitan, s chatly as
an Andalusian, and s frauk se & Tyroless, be
formed s remarkable contrast to the men with
whom we bad hitkerto come in contact. He hsi
long biack bhair, wicked black eyes, and a mouth
which laughed even when bis face was at rest Add
a capital tenor voice, o litbe, sctive frame, aad
something irresistibly odd snd droll in his motions,
and yeu bave bis principal points. We walked
across the birch-wooded isthmus behind Vik t9 the
Ejfjordsveud, s lake about three mi'es lorg, whish
completely ents off the further valley, the moun
taivs on either side falliog to it in sheer precipices

s thourand feet high.

Barp from s siumbers,

Strike for Old Noresy, the land of f

High and berole, is 0 ib-stiirie “-.hh'
Llimie of our 1’ we strike it for
tecolectior s awsbe our sffecti

Ha low the name of Wbe lard of sur birgh ;

Btorthing at Christiania gave him & hundred spasiy
dollare for it? That was nct %00 mueh, was i3y
«No," said I, *five hundred dol'ars wonld be
eoough for such » wong.” “Yes, your thet iy,
would,” was his earnest aseeat; and s I bappegej
st that moment 0 sah whether we eould we By
peaks of the Halling Jikelen, be ommeased o,
sxeter-song of life on the lofty fleld—a song of
snow, and free winds, and blue sky. B’“h
we had reached tbe otber eud of the labe, whemig»
the midst of a little valley of rich allwwial
covered with pa‘cbes of barley and pitatess, sied,
the bamlet of Sebd. Here Peder procured g,
borse for my friend and we entered the moathof |
& sublime gorge which opeaed to the :
mere split in the mighty mndmm
Gjeld. Peder waa continually ahouting fo the pes. .
ple in the flelds: **Look bere! these are Amath
eans—these two—and the other ono is & Gearman!
This one talks Norsk, and the others doa's.”

‘We sscended the defile by a rough foos path, of
first throogh alder thicketa, but afierward over im-
mense mastes of rocky ruin which had tumbled
from the crage far sbove, and almost blocked up
the valley. In silence, desolation andawful grasdenr;
this defile equals any of the Alpine paeses, In the
Spring, when the rocks, split by wedges of ice, disy:
eogage themselves from the summit snd thander
down upon the piled wrecks of ages, it muat by,
terribly sublime. A bridge, consisting of two lagy
spanned acroes sbutments of loose stones, md
vibmting strongly under our tread, took us overthy
torrert. Our ruad, for rome distance, Was DoW g
mere staircaise, serambliog up, dows, under, over
snd between the cbacs of sundered rocks. A littly
further, and the defile shut in altogether, forminga
cul de sac of spparently perpendicular walls from:

two to three thoussnd feet high. * How sre we
to get out of this1” 1 ashed Peder. * Yonder,™ '
e

said he, pointing to the inaccessible summitin 4
+ But where does the stream come from 1" “Thef
you will soon see.” Lo! all at once s clean splif -
from top to bottom dieclosed iteelf in the walley
our left, and in passing ite mouth we had s glimpe
up the movstrous ebasm, whose dark blue sides,
falling sheer three thousand feet, vanished st the
bottom in eternal gloom and spray. r

Crossing the stresm again, we commencad a-
eendivg over the debris of stooy avalsvebes, the °
path becoming steeper and steeper, until the far-of

zigzag ladder, roughly thrown together, but very
firm. The red mare which my fnead rede climbed -
it like » eat, never bevitating, even ot an sagleof '
50°, and naver making a false step. “The perform.
ance of this nobie apimal was slmost ineredible, I
should never bave believed s horse capsble of mell
gywmnastics bad I not seen it with my own eyes,
bad I not mounted ber myself at the most dificulf

elimbed the Magenwand, in going from the Glacier
of the Rbone to the Grimeel, imagine a alant higher,
steeper, and eomposed of looes rocks, and you will
bave an exaet pictare of our sscent. We oclumbed
well, snd yet it took us juet sn hour and & balf to
resch the summit.

‘Wewere now on the grest platesa of the Handaa-
ger Fjeld, 2 500 feet above the sea. A wild region
Iny before us—great swells, covered with heather,
sweeping into the distance and given up to solitade
and silence. A few isolatsd peaks, streaked with
suow, rose from this upper level, and & deep break
on our left revgaled the top of the chasen through
which the torrent made its way. At its extremity,
s mile or more distant, rose a light eloud of vagor,
seeming elose ot band in the thin mountain air,
The thick, spongy soil, not more than two feet
deep, rests on a sulid bed of ruck—the ealire

is, therefore, always swampy. Whortleborries were
abundant, as well as the inulteberry ( Rubus chams-

morus ), which I bave found growing in New/ound-

Iand, avd Peder, running off on the hunt of them,

was ocontinually leading us astray. Bat at leet we
approsched the wreath of whirling spray, and
beard the hollow rear of the Voring Fuss. The
grest chusm yswoed before us: anotber step, sad
we stood on the brink, 1 seized the branch of &
tough pine eaphing as a support and leaned over.
My head did pot swim: the hight was too grest for
$ast the impression too graud and wooderful. The
sbelf of rcck on which I stood projected far ouf
over a gulf twelve hundred faet deep, whose oppo-
site side rose in ope grand cecarpwent from the
bottem to s bight of eight bundred feet sbove my
besd. On this black wall, wet with eternal spray,
waa paioted 8 eplendid raiobow, forming two thirds
of & circle before it melted into the gloom balow.
A little stream fell in one long thread of silvar
from the very summit, like a plumb line dropped to
measure the two fhousaud feet. Oc my right
bsrd, the stream, eomiog down from the level of
ths Fjeid in a torn, dwisted acd boiling mass,
reacted the brink of the gulf at a point sbout four
bundred fest below me, whence 1t fell in & wingls
sheet to the bottom, s depth of betweea eight sod
pive bundred feet.

Cuuld one view it from below, this fall would
present one of the grandest spectaclos in the world.
In hight, volume of wuter and subline surround-
inge, it bsa Do equsl. The wpeclator, however,
leoks down upon it from s great hight above ite
brink, wheoce it is so foreshortened that he esn
ouly gnees ite majesty and besaty. By lying upon
your belly sod thrustieg your bead out beyond the
rcots of the pines, you can safely peer into the
dread abyes, and watch, through the vortex of
whizlivg epray in ite tortured womb, the starry co
ruscations which radiaie from the bottom of the
tall like rockets of water incessantly explodmg.
But this view, sublime as it is, only whets your de-
sire to stard beiow and see the river, with its
sprajey crest sbiniog agaiaat the sky, make but ane
lesp frum beaven to bell. Sowa persona bave sue-
ceeded, by eotering the chasm st its mouth in the
valley below, in getting far euough to see & portion
of the fsll, the remsinder baiog concealed by & pro-
jectirg roek; sud the time will come, no doub¥,
when sumebedy will have energy encugh to carry 8

———

* Lathass's wanssiion.

summit shmost hung over our heads. Tt waanows

points, in order o test ber powers. You, whohave

t

Hardarger Fjeld, in faot, is but a single rock—aod



